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	Abstract 

	The waste generated from nuclear weapons production is one of the gravest issues facing Indian nations today. Not only has nuclear waste already contaminated dozens of Native communities, Indian nations are being asked to store the nation's nuclear waste.

Following the lead of the Mescalero Apaches last year, 16 tribes have now applied for MRS grants. They include Minnesota's Prairie Island Indian Community, the Yakima Indian Nation of Washington, Utah's Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians, Tetlin Village and Akhiok-Kaguyak Traditional Council of Alaska, the Lower Brule Sioux of South Dakota, Nevada's Ft. McDermitt Paiute Shoshone Tribe, and eight Oklahoma tribes: the Sac and Fox Nation, the Ponca Tribe, the Chickasaw Nation, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, the Alabama/Quassarte Tribe, the Caddo Tribe, the Absentee Shawnee and the Apache Development Authority.

Grassroot Indian groups such Dine CARE, the Indigenous Environmental Network, the Good Road Coalition, the Native Resource Coalition, Indigenous Peoples Alliance, Native Action, Native Americans for A Clean Environment, and the Columbia River Defense Fund have worked to educate Indian communities about the hazards of storing nuclear waste.
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Las Vegas, Nevada - On lands stolen from the western Shoshone Nation in 1951 to build the Nevada Nuclear Test Site, thousands of people gathered from October 2-12, 1992 to call for a stop to radiating Native lands and people.

The gathering, called "Healing Global Wounds," coincided with Columbus Day and was organized to emphasize the need to end 500 years of injustice toward Native peoples globally.

Events included international speakers, traditional Indian healing ceremonies, a powwow, workshops on health and safety issues, nonviolent direct actions of protest, a huge encampment at the Nevada Test Site and the culmination of both the 2,600-mile across America and the European Peace Pilgrimage.

"It's an issue of survival for our people," said Chief Raymond Yowell of the Western Shoshone National Council. "This is Shoshone land. For the U.S. to use it for nuclear testing is a blatant violation of our civil and property rights.

"The U.S. and other nuclear powers are testing their most destructive weapons on the territory of Native Peoples worldwide who cannot prevent larger and more technologically powerful nations from doing this to them.

"We must put on end to the production of nuclear weapons."

In the last month, two nuclear tests were exploded at the Nevada Test site at a cost or more than $1 million each. Five other nuclear bombs were tested there this year.

Recent studies on the issue of "environmental racism" show that Native people are disproportionately impacted by the negative effects of the mining, milling and enrichment cycle that produces nuclear weapons.

That deadly cycle links many Native communities which are at both the production and waste storage ends of nuclear weapons manufacturing.

For example, uranium for nuclear bombs was mined on lands belonging to the Navajo, Hopi, Laguno, Acoma, Sioux, Cheyenne and Canadian Cree. More than 70% of all uranium reserves in the United States lie beneath Indian lands, making them a target for future mining.

The health consequences of uranium mining were clearly illustrated by the tragedy of what happened to unprotected Navajo miners who were contaminated and later contracted diseases or died.

The 1990 Radiation Exposure Compensation Act provided a congressional apology and authorized compensation for survivors of the federal government's five-state uranium program that contaminated thousands of Indian people in the 1940s and `50s.

Likewise, the milling of uranium yellowcake has contaminated Indian reservations through the tailings piles that blow radioactive dust across the landscape and into water supplies.

The 1979 accidental spill of 94 million gallons of radioactive waste washed mill tailings down the Rio Puerco from the United Nuclear plant near Churchrock, N.M., contaminating water supplies of Navajo people and livestock.

While United Nuclear Corp. was required to clean up the mill site, no clean up has been attempted on the 100-mile river which weaves its way through Navajo communities in New Mexico and Arizona because environmental regulations allow the company to dodge the issue on the grounds that "no single source" of contamination can be established.

The uranium fuels enrichment process is also a major source of contamination for Indian people. In Oklahoma, near the Kerr McGee Sequoyah Fuels facility, the Cherokee people are documenting the effects of toxic waste from the plant.

The people show photos of a nine-legged frog and other mutated animals found in the area and point to leakage and spills from the company's ponds, one of which has been leaking into the ground since 1974.

Lance Hughes, director of Native Americans for a clean Environment based in Tahleguah, Okla., said that within a 10-mile radius of the plant, more than 200 cases of cancers and birth defects have been recorded.

The Kerr McGee plant also produced toxic waste that contains radium 226, thorium 230 and uranium as well as heavy metals. Some of the wastes ore processed into a toxic sludge, or a "byproduct" known as raffinate, that is mixed into fertilizer and sprayed over farmlands that grown alfalfa.

In 1987, hay from one of the farms that uses raffinate fertilizer was donated to Navajo sheepherders in the middle of a hard winter. More than 11,000 bales of hay from Rabbit Hill Farms was distributed through Kerr McGee's donation, according to NACE.

The waste generated from nuclear weapons production is one of the gravest issues facing Indian nations today. Not only has nuclear waste already contaminated dozens of Native communities, Indian nations are being asked to store the nation's nuclear waste.

The U.S. Office of the Nuclear Waste Negotiator continues to pitch $100,000 grants to tribes and states to study the storage of nuclear waste in "Monitored Retrievable Storage" sites for 40 to 50 years.

San Juan County, Utah is currently using its $100,000 grant to consider the idea. More than 6,000 Navajo people live in the county and many have not been informed about the proposed nuclear waste dump or the effects it will have on their communities.

Following the lead of the Mescalero Apaches last year, 16 tribes have now applied for MRS grants. They include Minnesota's Prairie Island Indian Community, the Yakima Indian Nation of Washington, Utah's Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians, Tetlin Village and Akhiok-Kaguyak Traditional Council of Alaska, the Lower Brule Sioux of South Dakota, Nevada's Ft. McDermitt Paiute Shoshone Tribe, and eight Oklahoma tribes: the Sac and Fox Nation, the Ponca Tribe, the Chickasaw Nation, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, the Alabama/Quassarte Tribe, the Caddo Tribe, the Absentee Shawnee and the Apache Development Authority.

Due to intense tribal opposition, several tribes withdrew their applications including the Chickasaw, Sac and Fox, Absentee Shawnee, and the Caddo. The two Alaska tribes' applications were denied due to anticipated problems with transporting nuclear waste through Canada or over international waters.

Four counties also have applied for MRS funding including San Juan County, Utah, Grant County, N.D., Fremont County, Wyoming and Apache County, Arizona. However, due to opposition from state residents and governors, all but San Juan County have withdrawn.

Grassroot Indian groups such Dine CARE, the Indigenous Environmental Network, the Good Road Coalition, the Native Resource Coalition, Indigenous Peoples Alliance, Native Action, Native Americans for A Clean Environment, and the Columbia River Defense Fund have worked to educate Indian communities about the hazards of storing nuclear waste.

Many Indian people all over the country have died or suffered terribly from the production of nuclear fuels," Hughes said from Oklahoma. "And we all know the final destination for this (waste) is Yucca Mountain, which belongs to the Western Shoshone. The process is killing us."

The radioactive contamination left behind from the production of nuclear weapons has left a toxic legacy for generations of Native peoples to come.

The air, water, animals, traditional foods and total environment, which Native peoples revere as Mother Earth, have been poisoned in the name of the "national defense," a system that does not defend Native people but instead poisons them.

Anishinabe journalist and activist Winona LaDuke calls this pattern of extraction and exploitation "radioactive colonialism," a process by which Indian lands have been colonized by the military and nuclear industry to reap money and power from Native resources.

In the process, while profits have gone elsewhere, Indian land and people remain on the three percent of land they have left, struggling with the toxic consequences of building nuclear weapons.

On the final day of "Healing Global Healing," indigenous people gave testimony of their struggles to survive within what is left of their homelands, now the "most bombed nation in the world." They were joined in spirit and solidarity by thousands of supporters who believe that stopping the deadly nuclear cycle is a first step in healing Mother Earth.


