SHELDON HARVEY’S ART IS ABOVE ALL ELSE A SPIRITUAL ART.

At the core of his work are the images he paints and sculpts of the people
of the air and diyin, the supernatural and sacred beings from the Navajo creation
and emergence stories.

These include the four First World figures that open this exhibition: dragonfly,
beetle, locust, and bat. The spiritual, too, pervades his paintings of our own world:
horses he’s known, landscapes seen from airplanes high up.

Sheldon is an artist whose goal is to develop his ability to paint and sculpt his
vision of the ancient Navajo stories he’s known since childhood. His hope, he says, is to
express the richness of “sandpaintings in new ways.”

This he’s done by cultivating his natural artistic talent by study at Dine College
with artists like Don Whitesinger, and by looking closely at and learning from the
works by contemporary Indian masters like Tony Abeyta and Alan Houser.

Sheldon also learned from a wide range of European and American artists
whose work he sees in New York and Washington, DC galleries, such as Paul
Klee, Egon Schiele, Jackson Pollock, and Alberto Giacometti.

What is striking is how quickly Sheldon absorbs ideas and techniques
he learns from other artists and makes them his own.

Impressive, too, is Sheldon’s artistic development over the past six
years, from an apprentice of obvious talent into an increasingly sophisticated
painter and sculptor regularly producing works of great beauty and energy.

This exhibition traces that development.

In the 2005 Santa Fe Indian Market Sheldon took a first place in
sculpture and second in painting. In 2006, he won first place in oil painting.

His sculptures and paintings are now found in collections throughout
America and in Europe and Asia.

The great 20th century artist, Wassily Kandinsky wrote words that
could apply to Sheldon: “'I value only those artists who really are
artists, that is, who consciously or unconsciously, in an entirely original
form, embody the expression of their inner life; who work only for this
end and cannot work otherwise.”

— Stephen Goode

BY CHOIGE HOTELS

Photo of Sheldon Harvey by Kenji Kawano. Photos of artwork by Clarenda Begay. Navajo translation by Robert Johnson. Design by Creative Geckos, Farmington, NM.
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